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▪ In 2002, Governor  Gray Davis signed t he California Vot ing 
Right s Act  of  2001 int o law . 

▪ Expands on r ight s grant ed under  t he federal Vot ing Right s 
Act  of  1965.

▪ A violat ion of  t he CVRA is est ablished if  i t  is shown t hat  
racially polar ized vot ing occurs in elect ions for  m em bers 
of  t he governing body. Racially polar ized vot ing is a 
com plex st at ist ical analysis exam ining a racial m inor it y 
groups abil i t y t o inf luence elect ions.

▪ Proof  of  int ent  on t he par t  of  t he vot ers or  elect ed 
of f icials t o discr im inat e against  a prot ect ed class is not  
required.

California Vot ing Right s Act



WCCUSD: Learning Every Day 3www.wccusd.net

California Vot ing Right s Act  of  2001

An at -large m et hod of  elect ion m ay not  be 
im posed or  applied in a m anner  t hat  im pairs t he 
abil i t y of  a prot ect ed class t o elect  candidat es of  
i t s choice or  it s abil i t y t o inf luence t he out com e 
of  an elect ion, as a result  of  t he dilut ion or  t he 
abr idgm ent  of  t he r ight s of  vot ers who are 
m em bers of  a prot ect ed class…

--California Elect ions Code §14027
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▪ At -large elect ions: Each t rust ee is elect ed by all 
vot ers w it hin t he Dist r ict . 

▪ Trust ee-area elect ions: Each t rust ee m ust  reside 
w it hin t he designat ed t rust ee area boundary, and is 
elect ed only by t he vot ers in t hat  t rust ee area. Also 
known as “dist r ict -based”  elect ions.

At -Large vs. Trust ee-Area Elect ions
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▪ In 2008, group of  cit izens pet it ioned t o m ove WCCUSD t o 
t rust ee-area elect ions. Cont ra Cost a Count y Com m it t ee 
on School Dist r ict  Organizat ion t urned down t he pet it ion.

▪ On January 22, 2018, t he Dist r ict  received cor respondence 
asser t ing t hat  t he Dist r ict ’s cur rent  at -large elect ions 
violat e t he CVRA.

▪ The CVRA provides t hat  t he adopt ion of  t rust ee-area 
elect ions is an absolut e defense t o a CVRA lawsuit .

▪ When a CVRA claim  is raised, t he vast  m ajor it y of  local 
public agencies respond by adopt ing t rust ee-area 
elect ions.

At -Large vs. Trust ee-Area Elect ions
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▪ Consider  resolut ion declar ing int ent  t o t ransit ion t o 
t rust ee area elect ions 

▪ Public hear ings and com m unit y discussions t o 
develop and pot ent ial ly adopt  t rust ee-area 
boundar ies.

▪ Hear ing w it h Cont ra Cost a Count y Com m it t ee on 
School Dist r ict  Organizat ion

▪ Consider  waiver  of  elect ion requirem ent  for  change 
t o t rust ee-area elect ions.

Overview  of  t he Transit ion Process
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▪ January 22, 2018: Dist r ict  received Dem and Let t er

▪ February 28, 2018: First  reading of  Resolut ion 
Declar ing Int ent  t o Transit ion t o Trust ee Area 
Elect ions

▪ March 7, 2018: Second reading of  Resolut ion.

▪ Bet ween March 8, 2018 and May 31, 2018: The 
Dist r ict  w il l  fol low  requirem ent s of  t he Elect ion Code 
and Educat ion Code, including holding a m inim um  of  
f ive public hear ings, t o develop and pot ent ial ly 
adopt  t rust ee-area boundar ies.

Tent at ive Tim eline
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▪ June 2018:  The Dist r ict  w il l  ask  t he Cont ra Cost a 
Count y Com m it t ee on School Dist r ict  Organizat ion 
t o hold a hear ing and t ake act ion in or  around June 
or  July, t o approve or  deny t he Dist r ict  Board’s 
proposed t ransit ion t o t rust ee area elect ions and 
proposed t rust ee area boundar ies.

▪ July 11 - 12, 2018: St at e Board of  Educat ion hear ing 
on waiver  of  elect ion requirem ent  (if  pursued by t he 
Dist r ict ).

▪ Novem ber  2020: In it ial im plem ent at ion of  t rust ee 
area elect ions.

Tent at ive Tim eline
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QUESTIONS
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